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Greetings from Westfield’s 

Interim Executive Director
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The Westfield Center is an organization that I’ve admired for many years — for its extraordinary contribution to keyboard studies, the high level of all its projects, its commitment to the great diversity of keyboard instruments, and its exemplary integration of performance and scholarship. I’m honored to be able to join a group of wonderful colleagues to help guide Westfield through a change of leadership, and to see the continuation of the many projects initiated under Roger Sherman’s directorship. Of course, Roger’s shoes would be tough for anyone to fill, but at least in this interim period, I shall do my best to coordinate the creative and inventive energies of Westfield’s members! Please feel free to get in touch with me with your thoughts, comments or ideas. –Annette Richards 
Executive Director retires to the board


Roger Sherman has guided the Westfield Center for the past seven years, and we owe him a great debt of thanks. Working with an active and dedicated board, he has brought the organization back to financial health: the balance sheet is positive and the Vogel Festschrift fully funded in advance of sales. He has promoted public awareness both of the organ and of the Westfield Center with his weekly one-hour radio broadcasts of “The Organ Loft”, which always closes with “The Organ Loft is an educational program of Westfield, a non-profit organization dedicated to historic keyboard music…”

Under Roger’s direction, Westfield has been active and productive, moving from strength to strength. Our conferences, addressing a broad range of topics and reaching a wide audience, have included (to name but a few): “Cavaillé-Coll in Oberlin; A Celebration of the C.B. Fisk Organ”, co-sponsored with the Oberlin Conservatory of Music, “Beyond Notation: improvisation in Mozart's time,” a conference for fortepianists, co-sponsored by the University of Michigan, “The Organ and The Pedal Clavichord: A Case-study in Performance and Pedagogy,” co-sponsored by the Eastman School of Music, Rochester, New York, “J. S. Bach and Central/South European Influences,” a conference honoring Harald Vogel and celebrating the new Hellmuth Wolff organ of Christ Church Cathedral, Victoria, BC, and, most recently  “Aspects of Organ Building in the Twentieth Century,” featuring the work of E. M. Skinner and John Brombaugh,” co-sponsored by the Eastman School of Music, Rochester, New York.

Complementing its conferences, Westfield has been increasingly active in publication. Recent years saw the reprinting of the Timeline of the Organ brochure, and the transitioning to electronic format of our regular newsletter. Our Annual Journal is underway, and we expect it to become one of the leading English-language journals devoted to keyboard studies; we hope to see its first issue in 2007. Susan Ferré is currently preparing the second volume of the Westfield publication The Historical Organ in America, and, of course, our Festchrift for Harald Vogel is out and available (buy your copy now!).

Conferences, publications, and general outreach, have all been thriving under Roger’s leadership. But performance, too, is now being especially promoted by the Westfield Center in the form of the new Westfield Concert Scholar program, thanks to the generous sponsorship of the John Ernst Foundation and our members.  The list of Westfield Concert Scholars is stellar, and includes Erica Johnson, Balint Karosi, Timothy Spelbring and Kris Bezuidenhout.
The Westfield Center is a strong and healthy organization, and we should be proud of its leading role in the promotion of early keyboard studies. Naturally we have all sorts of exciting plans for the coming years, but let’s take this moment to thank whole-heartedly all those who have served on the board with enthusiasm and generosity in recent years – and especially our out-going executive director, Roger Sherman, who will now become a full voting member of the board.
Westfield Victoria Conference reviewed in 

The Diapason

The current issue of The Diapason includes a two page review of our conference in Victoria.  The review was written by Herb Huestis.  “From a meeting in the parliament buildings on the first day to high tea on the last, there was the constant infusion of Canadian culture and magnificent weather, found only on this enchanted isle on the west coast of North America. I suppose the only thing that can be said is “You should have been there!”  
A complete copy of the review is attached to this newsletter e-mail, and will be posted on the Westfield web site.
Festschrift in Honor of Harald Vogel 
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On June 7, 2006, in Victoria, B.C., Cleveland Johnson presented Harald Vogel with Orphei Organi Antiqui, "for the Orpheus of the Historic Organ," to celebrate his multifaceted career and visionary endeavors over the past four decades. This Festschrift publication, in honor of Vogel's sixty-fifth birthday, brings together twenty-one articles and essays on topics reflecting the extensive spectrum of his interests. The volume begins with writings about Harald Vogel — the man, teacher, performer, and scholar. Further contributions deal with issues of keyboard literature, performance practice, improvisation, congregational singing, organ restoration, and organ culture. 
Contributing authors include John Brombaugh, Elizabeth Harrison, Masakata Kanazawa, Axel Unnerbäck, Michael Belotti, Konrad Brandt, Pieter Dirksen, Frederick K. Gable, Sverker Jullander, Klaas Bolt, Wim Kloppenburg, Keith Hill & Marianne Ploger, William Porter, Laurence Libin, Lynn Edwards Butler & Gregory Butler, Felix Friedrich, Ibo Ortgies, Paul Peeters, Edward Charles Pepe, Bruce Shull, Joel Speerstra. The collection is edited by Cleveland Johnson.
Since 1994, Vogel has held a professorship at the Hochschule für Künste in Bremen where he continues a distinguished career of teaching and research reaching back more than thirty years. His North German Organ Academy, founded in 1972, has facilitated the research and exploration of historic keyboard instruments by international performers and scholars. As Superintendent of Church Music and Organ Advisor for the Reformed Church in Northwest Germany, and as an organ consultant worldwide, he has been pivotal in many landmark restorations of historic organs and in the building of new instruments inspired by historic examples. These instruments are documented in his many recordings, most recently on the Organeum and Loft Recordings labels, and his earlier Radio Bremen recordings (1961-73) remain some of the most important sound documents of their kind. His print publications include Orgeln in niedersachsen (Hauschild-Verlag, 1997), Orgellandschaft Ostfriesland (SKN-Verlag, 1996), and a new edition of Samuel Scheidt's Tabulatura nova (Breitkopf, 1994-2002).

To order your copy of Orphei Organi Antiqui and for more information, contact:

The Westfield Center

Post Office Box 505

Orcas, Washington 98280

Tel: 888-544-0619 (toll free)

Fax: 435-203-2511 

E-mail: info@westfield.org
www.westfield.org
NEWS 

The Board of Trustees of the Westfield Center met on October 12, 2006, at the Eastman School of Music. Plans were discussed for programs, events, and publications through 2009.

Congratulations to Annette Richards, the interim Executive Director for the Westfield Center. Annette is University Organist and Associate Professor of Music at Cornell University. She specializes in music of the Italian and North German Baroque, and has played concerts on numerous historic and modern instruments in Europe and the United States. She also regularly performs music from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, and has won prizes in international competitions including the 1992 Dublin International Organ Competition and first prize for organ duo with David Yearsley at the Bruges Early Music Festival in 1994. Her CD Melchior Schildt and the North German Organ Art was recorded on the historic organ at Roskilde Cathedral, Denmark and will be published by Loft Recordings.
Ms. Richards has won numerous honors, including the Giballe Dissertation Prize Fellowship at the Stanford Humanities Center (1993-94), a fellowship at the Getty Center for the History of Art and the Humanities in Santa Monica (1994-95), and at the Society for the Humanities at Cornell (1998-99). In 2002 she was awarded a New Directions Fellowship from the Mellon Foundation to explore further the role of the visual arts in German and English music around 1800, and in 2004-05 she was an Alexander von Humboldt Foundation Fellow at Humboldt University, Berlin. 

At Cornell Ms. Richards teaches courses on eighteenth- and early nineteenth-century music aesthetics and criticism; intersections between music and visual culture; music and the uncanny; the undergraduate history survey; music of the Baroque; and the organ and its musical culture, as well as organ performance. She has organized several conferences and concert festivals at the university, including "German Orpheus: C. P. E. Bach and North German Music Culture" (1998), "British Modernism" (2003), and “Between Music and Science, God and Society: The Cultural Landscape of the Organ” (2006). 

The Eastman Rochester Organ Initiative and the Westfield Center presented an organ festival, Aspects of Organ Building in the Twentieth Century: Featuring the Work of Ernest M. Skinner and John Brombaugh, October 12-15, 2006, in Rochester, NY. Performers and presenters included John Bombaugh, Orpha Ochse, Barbara Owen, William Porter, David Higgs, Hans Davidsson, Thomas Murray, David Boe, Erica Johnson, Jonathan Ambrosino, Mark Brombaugh, George Taylor, Jack Bethards, George Taylor, Francesco Çera, James E. Bobb, Munetaka Yokota, Sverker Jullander, Robert Kwan, Christopher Petit, and Olukola Owolabi.
Balint Karosi, our Westfield Concert Scholar, played three concerts this fall:  Pomona College on September 20th; First Lutheran Church, Boston on October 28th, and Southern Methodist University on October 30th.  Bill Peterson (Harry S. and Madge Rice Thatcher Professor of Music and College Organist at Pomona College) said about Balint’s performance at Pomona: “Balint performed in Bridges Hall of Music (Fisk, Op. 117) on September 20 at 8:15 pm.  He performed music by Buxtehude, Bach (including the Fantasie and Fugue in G Minor), Liszt, Alain, Durufle, and Karosi—his composition in memory of Bartok.  The concert was intriguing in a number of ways, and he used the resources of the Fisk organ very well.  I thought it was an admirable concert in every way. The concert was very well received by the audience, and many listeners had favorable comments about the design of the program and about the registrations.  In his own composition he demonstrated that he had a very keen ability to use the organ's tonal resources -- the textural ideas were imaginative -- and he provided in that piece a superb   finale to the program.”

For the October 28th concert, Mr. Karosi was hosted by Ingo Dutzmann, pastor of First Lutheran in Boston, where he played on their Richards/Fowkes organ.  Dr. Larry Palmer, Professor of Organ and Harpsichord, Director of Graduate Studies in Music, and University Organist, hosted his final concert on October 30th, at Southern Methodist University, where he played the Fisk organ, Opus 101.

Daniel Pinkham passed away on December 18, after about a week in hospice care.  He was 84 years old, and writing new music almost to the end.  A memorial service will be held on Saturday, January 20 at 2:00 p.m. in King's Chapel, where Dan had been organist for many years until his retirement a few years ago.  He was much loved and respected by many, especially those of us in the Boston area who had known him for many years.  We will miss his always cheerful presence and wry sense of humor.

________________________________________________________________________

EVENTS

February 14-17, 2007, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, 14th AGO National Conference on Organ Pedagogy, entitled “Nach Bach: from the Master to Mendelssohn” and exploring organ music in the century after Johann Sebastian Bach.  For more information, see www.ce.utk.edu/ago or email jbrock@utk.edu.

July 2-5, 2007, Baltimore, Maryland, Region III Convention of the AGO, includes an historical Vespers service based on that from c. 1703 in Lübeck.  This event will be performed in honor of the 300th anniversary of Dietrich Buxtehude's death and will include two Buxtehude cantatas, the Magnificat of Giovanni Rovetta—Monteverdi's successor at St. Mark's in Venice, the Magnificat Primi Toni, BuxWV 203, as well as the hymns prescribed by the Lübeck hymnal of 1703 for the Feast of the Visitation. The service was reconstructed by Thomas Spacht, with consultation from Kerala Snyder, and includes her performing edition of one of the cantatas. After a catered dinner at Christ Lutheran Church, where this service will be held, there will be a recital by James David Christie on the new 82 rank Andover Organ.

July 17-27, 2007, The Westminster Historic Organ Program and the Organeum offer an Organ Tour, Buxtehude and Bach in context of the European Organ Culture, to the famous instruments between Leipzig, Brandenburg, Erfurt, Dresden and Prague. For more information, email harrisea@westminster.edu. 
________________________________________________________________________

FROM THE EDITOR:  Westfield Changes 

By Elizabeth Harrison


We’re into our routines again and probably not thinking a lot about changes that will affect our future. Most of us are thinking about Thanksgiving and Christmas plans, and probably considering what we’ll be doing for New Year’s.  Meanwhile, the Westfield Center is moving forward with plans in progress for the next several years.  

One significant change in our organization is that Roger Sherman, who has led our organization as Executive Director for seven years, is stepping down.  Everyone is extremely grateful for the wonderful work Roger accomplished with the Westfield Center.  This doesn’t mean Roger will not remain active in Westfield; he will be on our Board of Trustees and in that capacity he will remain active in the planning and in the future of the organization.  

Our thanks to Annette Richards, Associate Professor of Music and University Organist at Cornell University, who will be taking over the leadership of Westfield as the interim Executive Director.  We welcome Annette’s leadership, her creativity, and her collegiality.  This change signals a re-organization of our Board of Trustees under Annette’s guidance and wisdom.   

Watch our newsletter for more information!  All important changes or announcements will be posted right here. 

Submissions to the Newsletter can be sent to:

Elizabeth Harrison

Box 154, Westminster College

New Wilmington, PA 16172

E-mail:  harrisea@westminster.edu, Schnitger2@yahoo.com
[image: image1.png]EEEEEE




© The Westfield Center, 2006

